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The Kresge Foundation awards four St. Paul-based organizations $200,000 for 

“The Art of Food in Frogtown and Rondo” project 

  

(ST. PAUL, MN – March 7, 2018) – The Kresge Foundation has awarded a partnership of four St. Paul-

based organizations a $200,000, two-year, Fresh, Local and Equitable Initiative grant. The grant will 

advance The Art of Food in Frogtown and Rondo project, a collaboration of Asian Economic 

Development Association, Frogtown Farm, Public Art Saint Paul and the Urban Farm and Garden 

Alliance. 

 

This partnership is one of 23 projects around the country to receive The Kresge Foundation funding to 

implement neighborhood-scale projects that increase equitable economic opportunities for residents. The 

coalition of organizations will work at the intersection of food, art, economic development and social 

justice to create a more just food system. They will work together and alongside residents, artists, farmers, 

entrepreneurs, and educators to build an equitable food system within the neighborhood and to amplify 

the rich cultural and food traditions of the Frogtown and Rondo neighborhoods. 

 

The four community organizations first came together in 2015 with support from a The Kresge 

Foundation planning grant to explore ways to creatively cultivate the development of a strong community 

food system and to form a plan for investing in the future of food in the two communities. 

 

With the new funding from The Kresge Foundation, the four organizations will collaborate with one 

another to lead a variety of activities in Frogtown and Rondo. Asian Economic Development Association 

will lead the educational workshops and business development trainings for food-based entrepreneurs, 

Frogtown Farm will lead the planning for the Community Food Center, Public Art Saint Paul will lead the 

pop-up events across the neighborhoods and Urban Farm & Garden Alliance will lead the neighborhood 

tours.  

 

“Frogtown Farm represents a community organizing victory and greenspace asset for the neighborhoods, 

and this support from Kresge will help us carry out our long-term, community-driven vision,” said Seitu 

Jones, co-founder and board member of Frogtown Farm. 



 

“There are an incredible number of food entrepreneurs in the Frogtown and Rondo neighborhoods, and 

the business development trainings are a way of developing the skills of entrepreneurs to scale up their 

endeavors,” said Va-Megn Thoj, Executive Director of Asian Economic Development Association. 

 

“We are thrilled to support these partners in helping blend the neighborhood’s rich cultural heritage 

through food, art and equitable development,” said Regina R. Smith, managing director of The Kresge 

Foundation’s Arts & Culture Program. “This truly is the community claiming their narrative and making 

change that can benefit all residents.” 

 

About the Community Food Center 

The Community Food Center will be the heart of a vibrant network of gardens, restaurants, food-based 

businesses and art spaces in the Frogtown and Rondo neighborhoods. It will offer a commercial and 

teaching kitchen, community gathering space, art gallery and retail space, greenhouse, classrooms and 

cold storage. The Community Food Center will serve as a hallmark project for the Frogtown and Rondo 

neighborhoods. 

 

About the Partners 

Asian Economic Development Association (AEDA): AEDA focuses on helping communities create jobs 

through small business development, achieve financial capability through financial education and access 

to credit, champion more vibrant neighborhoods through arts and culture and attain racial justice and 

economic inclusion through advocacy. AEDA's mission is to increase economic opportunities for Asian 

Americans. 

 

Frogtown Farm: One of the largest urban farms in the country, Frogtown Farm is a certified organic, 

urban demonstration farm located in the heart of the diverse and vibrant Frogtown neighborhood of St. 

Paul. Frogtown Farm’s mission is enriching the world by cultivating soil and community in Frogtown.  

 

Public Art Saint Paul: Public Art Saint Paul is a private, non-profit organization working in partnership 

with the City of Saint Paul to imagine and create a more just, sustainable, and beautiful city. Public Art 

Saint Paul makes St. Paul a better city by placing artists in leading roles to shape public spaces, improve 

city systems, and deepen civic engagement. 

 

Urban Farm and Garden Alliance: A collaboration of eight community gardens and a group of backyard 

box gardeners, the Urban Farm and Garden Alliance promotes reconciliation, healing, peace, social and 

environmental justice through the cultivation and sharing of food in Frogtown and Rondo. The Urban 

Farm and Garden Alliance works on this project along with the Twin Cities Community Agricultural 

Land Trust, a community land trust dedicated to equitable, long-term access to land for producing food.  

 

For more information about The Art of Food in Frogtown and Rondo project or to learn more about the 

community organizations involved in the project, please visit http://www.frogtownfarm.org/the-art-of-

food/. 

 

 



About The Kresge Foundation 

The Kresge Foundation is a $3.6 billion private, national foundation that works to expand opportunities in 

America’s cities through grantmaking and social investing in arts and culture, education, environment, 

health, human services, and community development in Detroit. In 2016, the Board of Trustees approved 

474 grants totaling $141.5 million, and made 14 social investment commitments totaling $50.8 million. 

For more information, visit www.kresge.org. 

http://thekresgefoundation.cmail20.com/t/i-l-uuhuurt-djgdjhti-y/

